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PEAS IN A POD

There comes a time in our lives when we inevitably question our faith in 
humanity. As we grow up, life and circumstance set obstacles in our paths.  
We experience, !rst hand or by association, hardship, illness, violence, 
natural disaster, and we witness our neighbor"s and our own weakness and 
su#ering. In the face of all these tests we are crudely exposed and vulner$
able.  How we step up to these challenges is what proves our strength of 
character, our willingness to lend a hand and it is when our capacity of 
goodness shines through. We tend to forget that we are all born good, with 
the tools to evolve in that light.

Culinary Corps has been that reminder to me. It is the vehicle, the mirror, and the torch.  Participating with other 
volunteers in the rebuilding e#orts of New Orleans after Katrina has con!rmed that the innate human responsibility 
and calling to help one another does come through. New Orleans was rebuilt, not by the e#orts of our government and 
political powerhouses, but by individuals like us, who using our skills, physical strength and vocation have brought pro$
gress forward. And this is how the world ultimately works! We waste so much time creating walls and blinding ourselves 
with promises from higher authorities, that we forget that it is us, the common folk, who can actually make a di#er$
ence and change things at whatever scale, small or large. The results might not be evident right away, and the work that 
is still needed to be started and completed is overwhelming, but the light at the end of the tunnel has de!nitely been 
switched on. In just a year, the spread$out recovery e#orts have proved to combine in such a way that the overall feel 
and impression of New Orleans has turned from black and white to technicolor. It is a testament that the light can be 
switched on in so many other places and have similar results.

Culinary Corps plays an important role not just in the recovery e#orts of New Orleans and Mississippi through its 
volunteer feeding stints and culinary fundraising, but most importantly in the shaping of a new social approach that is 
spreading throughout the country via education, and I am thankful and excited to take part of and learn from the 
process. Food is the universal language and teaching to translate it is just as important as building bridges. We are 
spreading the good news, using our skills to send forth an important message; that food brings people together, soothes 
the soul, and that it builds and rebuilds community.  

To Christine, Thomas, Zach, Gary, Kiki, Lisa, Mark, Olivia, Nancy, Aimee and Andrew, I feel privileged to have spread 
the good news in your leadership and company! One common goal, one common ground, we are peas in a pod.
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